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1. INTRODUCTION

Unitarianism places great emphasis on individual freedom of belief. We work towards honouring the values of those participating in a Unitarian ceremony. We especially encourage couples being married to plan their own ceremonies. This booklet is intended to help you in that process.

The circumstances under which persons are contemplating marriage vary considerably. A couple may each have been living with their own families until now, or may have been living some time entirely on their own. They may have been living together for a period of time before deciding to be marry. They may have been through the disillusionment that accompanies separation and divorce, or a previous happy marriage that may have been ended by the death of a partner. Whatever the circumstances, entering into a marriage is a serious step and is treated so in our denomination.  At this juncture I would like to let you know that Unitarians have been performing Same-sex Unions for over 30 years, a quarter of a century before this right became enshrined in Law in British Columbia.

It is normally a social occasion; in all times and cultures it has been a time for the gathering of families and clans, though in this age of mobility people are far more scattered than once was the case. Wherever possible it is desirable that a couple exchange their vows amid the good wishes of family and friends.

A Unitarian ceremony, based as it is upon the personal integrity of the participants rather than upon institutional forms, may provide a suitable meeting place for people coming from different religions, ethical or cultural traditions. We try to be inclusive rather than exclusive. 

Naturally it is our hope that the couple getting married in a Unitarian Universalist ceremony will wish to find a place within our congregation, where they can find the community support, which all of us need in cultivating deep and meaningful relationships in life.  But it is entirely contrary to our principles to put pressure on anyone to become a member.  If you are interested in learning about our faith please see our (Capital Unitarian Universalist Congregation - CUUC) website at www.unitariancongregation.org/victoria/ or you would be more than welcome to join us for a service at 10:00 am every Sunday Morning at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street, Victoria. (more information about Unitarian beliefs and our 7 Principles can be found at the very end of this document.) You might like to know that at the start of every service we say “We welcome you, whoever you are, whatever your religious belief, tradition, gender, race, sexual orientation or age you represent.” And on our Order of Service each week is printed “This congregation welcomes and celebrates the presence and participation of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons.”

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE

INTRODUCTION - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY.

It is important that the ceremony be as meaningful as possible. The following materials are offered as helpful suggestions. You may choose from them as they stand or with some modification, or you may wish to write your own ceremony. Please discuss which headings you would like to include in your ceremony and which selection(s) you wish to choose under those headings. The headings underlined are the ones nearly always used; the others for use as you would like.

At the end of this booklet you will find a Service Format Sheet on which you can make your choices as to which sections and which choice(s) in each section you would prefer.  Please remember to fill in the names by which you would like to be called during the service.

GREETING AND INSTRUCTION

Welcome! My name is Amanda Tarling. I am a Lay Chaplain of Capital Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Victoria. It is my honour to officiate at the wedding of ______            and_____        I would like to invite you to take photos during the signing of the licence and during the wedding kiss.  However, please refrain from taking photos at other points in the service. Please also take a few moments to turn your cellphones to “wedding mode”.  Thank you!

A. OPENING WORDS

The introductory words set the tone for the ceremony and usually say something about the nature of marriage which is in keeping with the beliefs of the couple. It is a statement about the occasion, its importance, its significance to society as well as the principles involved.

A – 1 Welcome, to all of you who have gathered today to share in this ceremony with __________ and __________. 
The words which will be spoken here today are sacred, however it is not these words that will join these two. Indeed, it is not I who is joining these two today at all, nor is it this ceremony. We are not here to mark the start of a relationship; we are here to recognize a bond that already exists. __________ and __________ have joined themselves together, and we have gathered so that they might bear witness before us of the oneness that has grown up between them. 
Here, they will affirm this oneness and this dedication formally and publicly, as they have already affirmed it to each other. As they now exist as one in their own eyes; so may they exist in yours. This union has already occurred in the giving and receiving of their love, and in the myriad ways in which they have entwined their lives together. We are here to witness their statement of love and commitment. This is an act as ancient as the human race, and as new as each morning, for it speaks of the past and of the future, of the life of the individual and the existence of the community. Marriage is a going forth, a giving up of one way in search of a greater fulfillment than either can achieve alone, risking what they are for what they might be. 
__________ and __________ come now to declare their love and solemnize their commitment. Today we celebrate their faith in the continuance of that growth as they come to be united in marriage.

A – 2 We are gathered here to join these two women (men) in marriage. This is an act as ancient as the history of the human race and as new as each morning, for it speaks of the past and of the future, of life of the individual and the existence of the community. 
Because marriage is concerned with the most fundamental of human relationships, it must not be regarded lightly. Those who enter into this relationship shall cherish for each other a mutual esteem and love, bear each others’ infirmities and weaknesses, comfort each other in sickness, trouble and sorrow, encourage each other in trials of the spirit, and live together as the heirs of life. 
Because the family is the foundation of human fellowship, marriage is not to be entered into by any unadvisedly, but with devotion and discretion. Love and loyalty will avail as the foundation of a happy and enduring home, and if the solemn vows you are about to make are kept with honour and integrity, your life will be full of peace and joy, and the home you are establishing will be one of warmth and understanding.

A – 3 __________ and __________ are here today, with their family and friends, to declare publicly their love for one another, and to be joined in marriage. This is much more than a social and civil occasion, because it is the declaration of their hearts, built upon experience, and enriched by their love.
With love it is possible to live a life together, each seeking and encouraging the joy, the comfort, the health, and the enrichment of the other, all of which will divide sorrow and multiply satisfactions.

A – 4 Friends, __________ and __________ have invited us here today to share in the celebration of their marriage.
We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists. This marriage is one expression of many varieties of love. Love is one, although its expressions are infinite.
We live in a world of joy and fear and search for meaning and strength in the seeming disorder. We discover the truest guideline to our quest when we realize love in all its magnitudes. Love is the eternal force of life. Love is the force that allows us to face fear and uncertainty with courage.
For the giving of yourself in love is difficult, for you must learn to give of your love without total submission of yourself. Therefore, in your giving, give your joy, your sadness, your interest, your understanding, your knowledge - all expressions that make up life. But in this giving, remember to preserve yourself - your integrity, your individuality. This is the challenge of love within marriage.

B. OPENING READINGS
The readings have been divided into three sections: Opening, The Reading – in the middle of the service and Closing words.  Many of the readings would be appropriate in many locations. The divisions are artificial. Your choices are important. If you want to change the order, do so and talk about your choices with your Lay Chaplain.

B-1. What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are joined together to strengthen each other in all labour, to minister to each other in all sorrow to share with each other in all gladness, to be one with each other in the silent unspoken memories. (George Elliot)

B - 2. Let not the marriage of true minds admit impediments. Love is not love which alters when it alteration finds, or bends with the remover to remove: O no! It is an ever fixed mark, That looks on tempests and is never shaken; It is the star to every wandering bark, Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.
Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks within his being sickle’s compass come;  Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks but bears it out even to the age of doom. If this be error and upon me prov’d, I never writ nor no man ever lov’d. (William Shakespeare: Sonnet 116)

B –3. The most wonderful of all things in life is the discovery of another human being with whom one's relationship has a growing depth, beauty and joy as the years increase. This inner progressiveness of love between two human beings is a most marvellous thing; it cannot be found by looking for it or by passionately wishing for it. It is a sort of Divine accident, and the most wonderful of all things in life. (Hugh Walpole)

B - 4. Love consists of this that two solitudes protect and touch and greet each other. (Rainer Maria Rilke)

B - 5. When love beckons to you, follow him, though his ways are hard and steep, And when his wings enfold you, yield to him, Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you. And when he speaks to you believe him, though his voice may shatter your dreams as the north wind lays waste the garden. Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself. Love possesses not nor would it be possessed: For love is sufficient unto love.  (Kahlil Gibran from "The Prophet")

B - 6. When two individuals meet, so do two private worlds. None of our private worlds is big enough for us to live a wholesome life in. We need the wider world of joy and wonder, of purpose and venture, of toil and tears. We belong together. Love is what we need. Let our hearts be open, and what we would receive from others, let us give, for what is given still remains to bless the giver when the gift is love.

B - 7. If life has meaning to us at all, it possesses it because of love. It is that which enshrines and ennobles our human experience. It is the bases for the peace of family and the peace of peoples of the earth. The greatest gift bestowed upon humans is the gift, not of demanding, but of giving love.

B - 8. What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are joined together to strengthen each other in all labour, to minister to each other in all sorrow, to share with each other in all gladness, to be one with each other in the silent unspoken memories?

B - 9. To see the sun
To reach for the fire
To hear behind all the clamour
The song of Life.
There's time for laughing and
There's time for crying
For hoping for despair for peace
And for longing
A time for silence and a day for singing
But more than all (as all your more than eyes tell me)
There is a time for timeliness.

B - 10. Love does not consist in gazing at each other but in looking outward together in the same direction. There is no comradeship except through union in the same effort.

C. RECOGNITION OF GATHERED COMPANY

A wedding is never solely about the two individuals who are joining their lives, but includes everyone who has played a role in the journey which has led the couple to this point of commitment. There are many ways in which couples may recognize parents, children, friends, and other loved ones. This section offers several ways to do this.
You may also wish to have words of recognition for someone important who is unable to be present at the service.
C – 1 The ideals, the understanding and the mutual respect which these two bring to their marriage have roots in the love, friendship and guidance with which you have provided them. Do you, then, grant these two your blessings and offer them your love and acceptance?
Reply: We do.

C – 2 ________ & ______________ come out of your family circles. They are living expressions of your love; they have been nurtured in your affections and guided by your personal counsel.  It is now their desire to broaden their family circles, maintaining the heritage with which you have provided them. They will explore new directions, but keep also the tried and tested lessons of their earlier years.  As you have brought __________ and __________ thus far in life, they ask for your affectionate blessings upon them, for the future they have chosen. Do you give this blessing?
Reply: We do.

C – 3 Each person present here has been invited because he or she is a special person in the lives of __________ and __________. You have come to rejoice with them; to hear their vows, their hopes, their plans... to extend good wishes and to be reminded of the loves and commitments that are a part of your own lives. Will you, therefore, do all in your power to uphold these two in the marriage they are about to undertake?
Reply: We will.

C – 4 Who gives these two to be joined in marriage?
Parents respond: They give themselves, and we bless their choice.


D.   STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND AFFIRMATIONS OF INTENTION

This element of the liturgy is important because it asks the couple to proclaim their desire for commitment and it affirms, for the entire assembly, that the couple understands the step they are taking and are freely entering into commitment without reservation.


D - 1.(To the congregation) We have gathered together to celebrate with ...... and ....... the marriage in which they are now to be united. From the earliest times, marriage has been recognized as an important relationship, solemnized by the observances of religion and consecrated by people in all ages who have brought it's beauty to flower.  It is not therefore to be entered upon unadvisedly or lightly, but with deliberation and reverence.

The celebration in which we join today is the outward symbol of this inward relationship, recognized by human society but made real and living only within the lives of those who share it.  Neither does it mark a beginning nor an end in a relationship, but one step in a continuing process of change and growth. Growth is an essential part of marriage as it is an essential part of life. A relationship must keep unfolding into new dimensions. Moving in step as they go forward together, their marriage will remain a source of new strength and insight.
Into this sacred union ........ and ........ desire to enter.

(To the Couple) You have freely decided to commit yourselves to each other in a close and continuing relationship in which your lives will be intertwined. In the presence of these witnesses you will exchange your pledge of that commitment, affirming your intention to strengthen and cherish the relationship you are building together and to find through the sharing of your lives with each other a unity that will take you out of the loneliness of the isolated self.

D - 2....... and ......., you have invited us to be with you today as witnesses to your affirmation of the happiness that you have found together, and to the pledge through which you publicly express your personal commitment to one another. The ceremony in which we now join marks neither a beginning nor an end in your relationship, but one step in a continuing process of change and growth. Growth is an essential part of marriage as it is an essential part of life. Your relationship must keep unfolding into new dimensions, but if you can keep in step as you go forward together, your marriage will remain a source of new strength and insight.

Inevitably there will be mistakes; inevitably there will be times of tension and conflict. But if these are openly acknowledged and faced, they can be turned from problems into opportunities, and you will find new meanings and richness in your shared life together.

D - 3. We who gather here today share with ....... and ......, their  celebration of a memorable moment in their lives. The marriage between them is not created by you or by me. It is created by themselves, through the mutual love and commitment they already share, and will now put into words in the presence of us all.  It is good that their relatives and friends should be present to rejoice with them; to hear their vows; to extend good wishes; and to be reminded of the loves and commitments that are a part of their own lives as well.

D - 4. We have come together in this place to share the joys and hopes of _____ and ______ who will live from this day forward as Spouses. And they have come here to pledge their vows of marriage: one to the other.

D - 5. We are gathered as friends of ___ and ___ to witness their joining in that estate of marriage which these to have entered responsibly and joyfully, with full anticipation of its faithful keeping. Before us these two shall profess their love for each other, the blending of their lives, and their comradeship of mind and heart. As two separate beings, they shall create one home in which each in their own way shall become more complete because of the other. From joys and sorrows shared, they shall grow in love and loyalty; from any pain given and forgiven they shall grow in mutual understanding. What this gathering now celebrates, and the state makes legal, these two shall henceforth make real.

D - 6. We are gathered this day to witness the joining __________ and ________ in marriage, an estate which embodies all the warmth and precious values which grow from love and human companionship. Therefore it is not to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly, but reverently, thoughtfully, and in the knowledge that love is the greatest human fulfillment. ___ and ___ now come to join together in this estate.

This celebration is the outward ceremony for an inward union of hearts, which this gathering may bless and the state make legal, but which neither we nor state can truly bring into being. It is a union which you create through your loving purpose and keep by your enduring loyalty.

D - 7. We are gathered here to join ___ and ___ in marriage. It is fitting that you, the families and friends of ___ and ___ be here to witness and to participate in their wedding, for the ideals, the understanding, and the mutual respect which they bring to their marriage have their roots in the love, friendship, and guidance you have given them. Marriage makes us aware of the changes wrought by time, but the new relationship will continue to draw much of its beauty and meaning from their intimate association in the past.

D - 8. We have been called together as witnesses to the happiness which this couple has found together, and to the pledges they will make, each to the other, for the mutual service of their common life.

We rejoice with them that out of all of the people in the world they have found each other, and that they will henceforth find the deeper meaning and richness of human life in sharing it with each other.
D - 9. __________ and __________, you have invited us to witness the happiness you have found in each other. Are you ready to make the pledges through which you commit yourselves to each other in love?
Reply: We are.
D - 10. __________ and __________, you have carefully considered the beauty of the obligations assumed when lives are wed. Are you now prepared to enter into this covenant of love/marriage?
Reply: We are.
D - 11. __________ and __________, do you come in freedom and without reservation to give yourselves to each other (in marriage)?
Reply: We do.

E. CHARGE TO THE COUPLE

The Charge to the Couple is the moment set aside to address the magnitude and significance of the vows about to be taken. This segment needn’t be brief; it is most important that this aspect of the ceremony reflect the many implications involved when two people commit to a lifetime of love. It is a time to reflect on those implications, and adds depth and meaning to the service.

E – 1 Remember, then, that your decision this day is your act of faith in one another. Your faith must not be a vain hope in what the other will do or will not do, might become or not become. Yours must be that deeper faith that you each will be acceptable in the other’s eyes despite the changes of the years and the assaults of the world. Such faith requires that you honour yourself as well as attend to the needs of the other. Such faith requires that you learn to listen before you speak. Such faith requires that you each be open to that divine spark within you, and be willing to be guided by the grace of its light. Your pledge to one another is a devotion in freedom and not a license to control. Your covenant will endure the trials of time only as you keep to that sacred integrity. Finally, do not forget that a generous sense of humour and mirth is a great redeemer in times of trial and strain. It may keep you whole when all else seems lost.
E - 2 I wish you all happiness, but my wishes cannot give it, nor can it come from outward circumstances. It can only come from yourselves, from the spirit within you.
You cannot choose what changes and chances may befall you in the coming years, but you can choose the spirit with which you will meet them. Let it be the spirit of the noble vows in which you will plight your troth, each to the other. If you take these vows not as a form, but as a bond of honour which you will keep with unswerving loyalty, then whatever may come, you will have inward happiness, which no pleasures of themselves can give, no sorrows take away. Then the whole of life, which awaits you, will be an abiding security to yourselves, and a welcome example to others.
Today your separate lives, with your own memories, hopes, temptations and trials, are merged into one.  Bring into this new life, each for the sake of the other, the best you can be. Then the love you bear each other will be ever strengthened and enriched.
E - 3. Your task is to talk, to listen and to grow; 
To talk, because one must share of oneself to communicate with the other; 
To listen because what the other has to say matters deeply; 
To grow in dignity, each following along the paths that are their own to follow, 
becoming all that each is capable of becoming, while giving the other supporting love.
To grow in love; this is the crown of marriage, 
To grow in the love of life, the love of growth, and the love of becoming; 
The love which gives courage, 
Which does not cling, but bestows freedom, 
Which does not hold back, but makes bold for growth, 
Which stands fast in disappointment and sorrow, 
Which endures through frustration and pettiness, 
Which seeks to keep the relationship open; 
And which is confirmed by answering love.
You have set yourselves on this road, 
You have chosen to walk it together; 
Thus you will make a marriage. 
E - 4. Most of us have far too many illusions about life, and a vast number of those illusions are concentrated in marriage. We think it should be all joy and gladness, all wonder and delight, and we are disappointed when it turns out not to be. We forget that life is not like that, and since marriage is for life, marriage cannot be that way either. 
Marriage is whatever life is, except that it thrusts the landscape of life into much sharper relief. The terrain is the same but the heights are far higher and the valleys much deeper. The plains are much broader, the woodland and fields greener and more lovely. But the deserts are broader, too, and the heat more intense; the thorns are thicker, the briars sharper; the storms of wind and weather blow much harder. If the sunlight is brighter and the landscape more lovely, the nights are darker and colder and more lonely. 
If you would keep your emotions safe from harm, if you would banish from yourself all danger of fear and anxiety, if you would protect yourself from a desolating sorrow, keep your emotions on the surface. 
Do not let the love that stirs within you deepen into the commitments of marriage.  Keep your sexual relationships at the casual level. Do not let children come into your home. For if you do you will never be safe again.
If you do you will expose yourself to the possibility of anguish your soul may not be able to bear. But know this, too: you will also expose yourself to a depth of feeling, a richness of emotion, to joy and happiness which will reduce the life you previously knew to the dimensions of the flickering shadows on your television screen.
Marriage, when it is right, is like a secret society. Cynics on the outside will scoff. But the initiates within will know that I speak the truth.
E - 5. Ultimately, there comes a time when a decision must be made. Ultimately, two people who love each other must ask themselves how much they hope for as their love grows and deepens, and how much risk they are willing to take. It is indeed a fearful gamble. Because it is the nature of love to create, a marriage is itself something which has to be created. To marry/enter into a permanent partnership is the biggest risk in human relations that a person can take. If we commit ourselves to one person for life this is not, as many people think, a rejection of freedom; rather it demands the courage to move into all the risks of freedom and the risk of love which is permanent; into that love which is not possession but participation. It takes a lifetime to learn another person. When love is not possession, but participation, then it is part of that co-creation which is our human calling.


F. THE PRESENTATION

F – 1. 	Who brings this woman (or man or name)  to be wedded to this woman (or man or name)?
	Response:	I do or her (his) Mother and I do.

F – 2.	From whose home does this woman freely come to marry? 
	Response: 	From my/our home.

F – 3.	Who presents this woman or man in marriage?
	Response:	I do.

F – 4.	Who stands with this couple to express the good wishes of their families and friends?
	Response:	I do.

F – 5.	As our daughters (or sons) find partners and found the homes of the next generation each family is enlarged. Do you, who have nurtured these two, give your blessing to their union and their home?            
Response:    We do.
F – 6.	A wedding is a time of pride and hope, memories and sadness, but above all great joy and deep love. Out of all these feelings come the best wishes of your friends and family.
(to parents) _____ and ____, with joy and love, do you bless this couple (names), wishing them the best of lives together?
F – 7 	Do you, the families and friends of ___ and ___ bestow your blessings on their union and their home? Response: We do.



CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY (Part 1)
(See Appendix)
another option is “the Hands Ceremony”
“HANDS”
 
Bride (or Groom), please turn and face Bride (Groom), and hold her (his) hands palms up, where 
you can see the gift that they are to you.

These are the hands, young and strong and vibrant with love, that hold 
yours on your wedding day, as she (he) promises to love you all the days of 
Her (his) life.
 
These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you 
through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that will work long hours to provide nourishing food 
and a safe home for your family.

These are the hands that will caress your body through the years, to 
make the passion of love come alive in you.

These are the hands that will countless times wipe tears from your eyes; 
tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your 
cheek as they raise your face to look into her (his) eyes; eyes that are 
filled completely with her (his) overwhelming love and desire for you.


Bride (Groom), please face Bride (Groom), hold her (his) palms up, so you may see the gift 
they are to you.

These are the hands that hold yours on your wedding day as she (he) gives you 
her (his) pledge to love you, and accepts your ring.
 
These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in 
the evenings, after you’ve both had a long hard day.

They are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick or console 
you when you are grieving.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you 
through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.

These are the hands that through the years will caress your body in the 
passion of love and keep you emotionally present.

These are the hands that will reach out, first to each other, then 
united, will spread your love to all they touch.

These are the hands that will care for your parents’ and will be a sign 
to friends and strangers alike as to just how wonderful married life can be.

Dear community of friends and family please bless the hands that you see 
before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them 
the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of 
disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other 
in their love.

Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in grace, 
rich in caring, and devoted to honourable deeds. May ________ and ________ 
use their hands to nurture, protect, and shelter their family, community 
and environment.

These hands are the hope of a peaceful and loving humanity. These hands 
will change the world



G. COMMITMENT OF THE CONGREGATION

Will the congregation please stand.

A marriage is above all else an intimate relationship between two persons. But it also has wider ramifications into the lives of relatives and friends, and of the community at large. Do you who are here assembled pledge your support to and in the commitment that they celebrate today?
Response:    We do.      

The congregation may now sit.   

H. PREFACE TO THE VOWS

To say a vow means to consecrate yourself to another person or to a service you will provide to that person, e.g., Sir Lancelot vowed to be Lady Guenevere's protector. To consecrate means to devote one's self or to make sacred the object of consecration. So ... marriage vows are the verbal recognition of the sacredness of the relationship which has grown up between two people. The act of speaking vows is a simple one, perhaps too simple for the deep meanings vows hold. Devotion, the making of sacred spaces in our lives to be shared with another person, the acceptance of our own needs so that we can love and be loved will expose us to vulnerable portions deep within. It is therefore wise to remember e e cummings' words: "Of love be a little more careful than anything."
I encourage you to take inspiration from the following and to write your own vows. 

H -1. The vows through which you accept each other as partners have no hidden power in themselves, only to the extent that they express in words your continuing intention and commitment do they have meaning.
In a world where the pressures pushing people apart often seem stronger than those drawing people together, your commitment to each other will need to be re-expressed in many different ways in the coming days and years. The expression in your vows today is simply a visible milestone in your journey together.

H - 2.The pledges you will now repeat are a statement of present intent and commitment. They cannot endure unless you make them endure. The spoken word holds no hidden power within itself, for human ingenuity has never yet devised a vow which cannot be broken. We have developed law and conscience, even pride, as keepers of our sacred pledges, but we have also found ways to mitigate each one. So it is not simply to words or to institutions that we appeal at this moment of commitment, but to the resources upon which you can draw from within yourselves.

H - 3. _____ and _____, you have carefully considered what you are about to do. In sharing these moments with this group assembled, you are making public what you have felt for quite some time. For this moment of sharing we thank you and extend to you both our hopes and aspirations, our good wishes and our blessings.

H - 4. In the quiet of this very special moment we pause to give thanks for all the rich experiences of life that have brought ____ and ____ to this high point in their lives. We are especially grateful for the values which have flowed into them from those who have loved them and nurtured them and pointed them along life's way. We are grateful that within them is the dream of a great love and the resources to use that love in creating a home that will endure. We are grateful for the values which they have found by their own strivings.

I. EXCHANGE OF VOWS

If you are holding a bouquet flowers this is the moment to pass them to ___________ to hold.


And now, as they make their promises to each other, may they make them with the deepest insight into their meaning and with their fullest sincerity. May this be but the beginning of a relationship that will grow and mature with each passing year until the latter days become even more wonderful that the first.


I invite you now to join hands as you repeat your vows. The hand offered by each of you is an extension of self, just as is your mutual love. Cherish the touch, for you touch not only your own, but another life. Be sensitive to it's pulse. Seek always to understand and respect it's rhythm.


The Vows can be memorized or repeated after the Lay Chaplain.

I -1. 	I, _____ now take you, _____ to be my spouse.

I - 2.	In the presence of these witnesses I, ______ now take you, to be my spouse. To have and to hold, From this day forward, For better, for worse, For richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, In sorrow or in joy, To love and to cherish As long as we both shall live.

I - 3. 	................., I take you to be my spouse, to be the mother (father) of my children, to be the companion of my days. We shall bear together whatever sorrow and adversity life may lay upon us. We shall share together whatever of joy and fulfilment life may hold in store.

I - 4.	In the sight of God and in the presence of the company here assembled, 
I, ___       do take thee, _____    , to be my wedded spouse,
	to have and to hold from this day forward till death do us part.

I - 5.	From this day forward, _____        , you shall be my spouse, together to love, to work and to share, to grow and to understand, to discover a deeper, fuller life.

I - 6.	In reaffirming the relationship we have been building together, I, ____now take you, .......... to be my spouse.

I -7.	In the presence of these witnesses I,_______, now take you,                          , to be my spouse. I give you my friendship and trust, my loyalty and respect. I stand before you and pledge my love and commitment to you, and to our lifelong relationship.

I - 8.	I _____, pledge to you _____, a life of giving and of hoping, a life of growing and of loving. I shall dedicate to you both my work and my play. I shall be with you in your tears and in your laughter, just as I shall bring to you my joys and my sorrows. I take you to be my spouse, and I pledge to you; honour, faith, and love.

I - 9.	From this day forward, _____, you shall be my wife/husband, together to love, to work and to share, to grow and to understand, to discover a deeper, fuller life.

I - 10.	I, _____, take you, _____, to be no other than yourself. Loving what I know of you, trusting what I don't yet know, with respect for your integrity, and faith in your abiding love for me, through all our years, and in all that life may bring us, I accept you as my spouse.
I - 11.	 I, _____, take you, _____, to be my spouse, to share with me all the wonders life has to offer, through good times and bad, through laughter and tears, as long as we both shall live.
Vows to which the response is “I do” or “I will”

I - 12. 	_____, do you commit yourself to _____, as their spouse, accepting her (him) for all the risings and settings of the sun, for all the days of fullness and in barren times; in the foreknowledge of joy and pain, strength and weariness, direction and doubt; do you pledge yourself to deepening in love as long as time is yours?
Response: I do.
I – 13.	 ____, do you take ____, in all her (his) gentleness and sensitivity, for her (his) warm heart and her (his) understanding of you and your philosophy, for her (his) search for truth and goodness and her (his) recognition of falseness and evil and for her (his) courage to embark along new and untried paths?

Response: I do, I take her (him) not only for these but also in laughter and tears, in health and illness, in success and failure, in conflict and tranquility, in doubt and trust as my spouse and equal for as long as I live.
I – 14	.____, do you take ____, for her (his) discernment of truth in the face of discouragement, her (his) pursuit of a simple life amid worldly distractions, her (his) strength to follow the course her (his) judgment dictates and her (his) deep love of living things?

Response: I do, I take her (him) not only for these but also in laughter and tears, in health and illness, in success and failure, in conflict and tranquility, in doubt and trust as my spouse and equal for as long as I live.

I - 15. 	_____, do you now declare your willingness to take ____ to be your spouse?
Response: I do
I - 16. 	__________, will you have this woman (man) to be your wedded spouse (partner) through all of the days of your life, to live together in constancy and devotion? Will you love her (him), comfort her (him), honour and cherish her (him), in sickness and in health, and will you love her (him) as long as you both shall live?
Response: I will

I - 17.	__________, do you take __________, to be your spouse (partner) through all of the days of your life, to love her (him) and to cherish her (him), to help her (him) and to honour her (him), and to give her (him) understanding and comfort in whatever the future may bring in confidence that together you are responsible for your destiny.
Response: I do

I - 18.	__________ and __________, as you have come here freely to give yourselves in marriage do you now promise that you will love and honour each other as spouses (wedded partners)?
Response: We do

I - 19.	__________ and __________, to create a life together with the blessing of God (the Divine, the Goddess) requires that you honour the divine in each other and in yourself; that you honour the many voices of the soul--the joys, the delights, the love, as well as the anger, the fear, the illness, and the unhealed wounds; that you not ask your life partner to be any less than the fully powerful, proud woman (man) that she (he) is; that you embrace her (him) in her (his) complexity--in her (his) delights, in the fullness of her (his) dreams, in her (his) relationship with God (the Divine, the Goddess). This is both God’s (the Divine’s the Goddess’) blessing and charge to you; to live together with honour, courage, and honesty. Are you prepared to accept this challenge?
Response: Yes, we are


J. RECOGNITION OF CHILDREN
Your children are a precious part of your family. This day will be an important and emotional event in their lives too. To leave your children out gives them strong messages that may last for years as they try to work out their place in the new family relationships. I urge you to include them and discuss their involvement in the service with them.  However age is a factor here, children under 4 may find it very hard to do what is required – being a flower girl or ring bearer could be too stressful for them and you!  Speak to your Lay Chaplain if you have young children you would like involved.  For older children there are many options such as; Best Woman, (Bestman), Attendant, Usher, Flower Girl, Ring Bearer, they could stand beside the Lay Chaplain, light a candle or do a reading.

J - 1. Where one or both of the partners has children by a previous marriage, who are to be part of the family, they may take the child/children by the hand and repeat: ______, we want you to share in the life and love of our family home. (then perhaps hug the child/ren)

J - 2. __________, you are a part of this marriage. In becoming one family, your lives, like those of your parents, have become enriched. We hope that together all of you will find ways to comfort, help and challenge one another, and that you will make your home a place where all are encouraged to grow.  Will you do your best?
Reply: I/We will.

K. THE RING CEREMONY

The rings are symbols of commitment that each partner brings to the marriage and are simple symbols of our longings and of the consecration of our marriage through the giving and receiving of vows. They are circles, unbroken, and therefore more perfect than human vows or longings - and that is a good reminder for us - a reminder that marriage will be work as well as joy and happiness. The work is to make it better, to grow together and separately over a lifetime. The exchange of rings is an old custom which many but not all couples choose to follow.
As you prepare this section it might be interesting to share your feelings about rings - What does it mean to you to wear a ring? What does it mean if your partner does or does not wear a ring? How do you feel about that?
During the service, as rings are exchanged, it is usual that the spouses will say a few short phrases to each other. Below are some suggestions.
“May I have the rings please?” The Lay Chaplain takes the rings from the attendant (Bestman, Maid (Matron, Woman) of Honour or Ring Bearer) and says:

K - 1.	A circle is the symbol of the sun and the earth and the universe. It represents wholeness and peace. In the form of a ring it is the accepted token of marriage. By the use of this ring you express in visible form the unbroken circle of your love, in which wherever you go you will always return to your shared life together.

K - 2.	You have had these rings crafted as special symbols of what you intend that your love and your marriage will mean to you. As you wear them, may your commitment to that ideal be fulfilled abundantly.

K - 3. 	May your ring be always the symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no beginning and no end. Love freely given has no separate giver and receiver. You are each the giver and each the receiver. May your ring always call to mind the freedom and the power of this love.

K - 4.	Everything the "power of the world" does is done in a circle. The sky is round and I have heard that the earth is round like a ball, and so are the stars. The wind, in it's greatest power, whirls. Birds make their nests in circles, for theirs is the same religion as ours. The sun comes forth and goes down again in a circle. Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing and always come back again to where they were.  Life is a circle from childhood to childhood, and so it is in everything where power moves. Black Elk, Oglala Sioux.

K - 5. These rings are formed as the linked strands, with no beginning and no end, and as these two form one ring, so shall your two lives entwine in one.  May your love be carried safely thus, by each of you, for both of you.

K - 6. The ring symbolizes the unbroken circle of endless love. It is worn on the third finger because of an ancient Greek belief that a vein from that finger is connected directly to the heart, thus symbolizing the depth and sincerity of love.

K - 7. The circle of the ring speaks of love freely given: it has no beginning and it has no end. The circle of the ring declares the unity and the oneness of your two lives, which shall contain your devotion beyond every journey, that you may always return again to your togetherness.

K - 8.The metal in these rings has little real value except in its use today. 
These words are gone 
As I say them 
But as I say them, 
Your lives are changed forever. 
You are two people, 
Born to trouble and to joy; 
And this is your greatest triumph? 
That the greatest of gifts 
Are yours for the risk 
Of asking. 
We are to witness now 
The sealing of this promise with these rings 
Sign and token before the world 
Of the world you will create 
single, whole, and quiet 
Within the world outside. 
Together you are one; as one you are a world 


L. EXCHANGE OF RINGS OR RING VOWS

The one giving the ring repeats after the Lay Chaplain:

L - 1. ...........................I give you this ring to wear upon your hand as a symbol of our love.

L - 2. .......................... I give you this ring in token of the commitment we celebrate today.

L - 3, ...........................I give you this ring to wear upon your hand as a symbol of our love and commitment.

L - 4............................I give you this ring in token of the love and commitment we celebrate today.

L - 5…………………... I give you this ring as a symbol of our love and unity.

L -6……………………. With this ring I marry you, and pledge to you my faithful love.

L -7…………………….. This ring is a symbol of our union, a token of my faith and love. With this ring, I marry you. (or: I thee wed.)

L - 8…………………….., accept this ring as a token of my love and devotion. As the sign from my heart that I desire to live with you from this day forward, and that you may remember forever that I have chosen you above all others, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love.

M. RING AFFIRMATION

M - 1. These rings are circles, unbroken, just as your love is unbroken and complete for each other. May the love between you grow and strengthen through all the years it would take to travel around your rings and come to their ends.

M - 2. In giving and receiving rings, _____ and _____ have taken unto themselves symbols of all that this marriage means to them and in wearing these rings they are joining those meanings with a public statement that they are married. Each of us knows the values of love and devotion, companionship and trust, honour and caring which come in any intimate relationship. Let us take this time to think on these things and share our hopes for _____ and _____. (option to leave 20 seconds of silence) Amen (so be it, blessed be).

M – 3. The following is said by the Lay Chaplain after each ring is exchanged. May she (he) who gives it and she (he)  who wears it honour in life the pledge for which it stands.


N. THE READING

You may choose as many readings as you want from this section. Some of these readings may be appropriate to be used as prayers later on in the service. If only one reading is chosen, this may make for a very short wedding service. On the other hand, six readings may make for a long wedding service. The choice and style is yours! The readings represent many different philosophical and personal outlooks. Select the ones which best state your thoughts and feelings about LOVE, YOUR MARRIAGE, and YOUR RELATIONSHIP.


N - 1. On Marriage, Kahlil Gibran (from The Prophet)
You are joined together and together you shall be forevermore.
You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.
Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God,
But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of heaven dance between you.
Love one another, but make not a bond of love:
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Fill each other’s cup, but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,
Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music.
Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping,
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow.

N - 2. On Love, x Thomas a Kempis (from Imitatio Christi, 15th Century)
Love is a mighty power, a great and complete good.
Love alone lightens every burden, and makes the rough places smooth. It bears every hardship as though it were nothing, and renders all bitterness sweet and acceptable.
Nothing is sweeter than love, nothing stronger, nothing higher, nothing wider, nothing more pleasant, nothing fuller or better in heaven or earth; for love is born of God.
Love flies, runs and leaps for joy. It is free and unrestrained. Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all bounds. Love feels no burden, takes no account of toil, attempts things beyond it's strength; love sees nothing as impossible, for it feels able to achieve all things. Love therefore does great things; it is strange and effective; while those who lack love faint and fall. Love is not fickle and sentimental, nor is it intent on vanities. Like a living flame and a burning torch, it surges upward and surely surmounts every obstacle.

N - 3. On Love, Paul the Apostle (Trad Rendering 1 Corinthians X111 from King James Version, mods from English revised version)
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels but have not love, I am become as sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophesy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge; And though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, But have not love, I am nothing, And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, And though I give my body to be burned, But have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love suffereth long, and is kind; Love envieth not, love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, Is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejioiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, Hopeth all things, endureth all things, And now abideth faith, hope, love these three;
But the greatest of these is love.

N - 4.  On Love Paul the Apostle (Mod trans New English Bible)
I may speak in tongues of men and of angels, but if I am without love, I am a sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. I may have the gift of prophecy, and know every hidden truth;
I may have faith strong enough to move mountains; But if I have no love, I am nothing.
I may dole out all I possess, or even seek glory by self sacrifice,
But if I have no love, I am none the better. Love is patient, love is kind and envies no one.
Love is never boastful, nor conceited, nor rude; Never selfish, nor quick to take offence.
Love keeps no score of wrongs, Does not gloat over other peoples shortcomings,
But delights in the truth. There is nothing love cannot face;
There is no limit to it's faith, it's hope, and it's endurance. There are three things that last forever: faith, hope and love; But the greatest of them all is love.


N - 5. “The Rhythm of Free Partners” by Anne Morrow Lindbergh (from Gift from the Sea)
A good relationship has a pattern like a dance and is built on some of the same rules. The partners do not need to hold on tightly, because they move confidently in the same pattern, intricate but happy and swift and free, like a country dance of Mozart's. To touch heavily would be to arrest the pattern & freeze the movement, to check the endlessly changing beauty of its unfolding. There is no place here for the possessive clutch, the clinging arm, the heavy hand; only the barest touch in passing. Now arm in arm, now face to face, now back to back - it does not matter which. Because they know they are partners moving in the same rhythm, creating a pattern together, and being invisibly nourished by it. The joy of such a pattern is not only the joy of creation or the joy of participation, it is also the joy of loving in the moment. Lightness of touch and living in the moment are intertwined. When both partners love so completely that they have forgotten to ask whether or not they are loved in return; when they only know that they love and are moving to its music - then, and then only, are two people able to dance perfectly in tune to the same rhythm.

N - 6. Come Travel With Me Walt Whitman (from The Song of the Open Road)
Listen! I will be honest with you,
I do not offer the old smooth prizes, but offer rough new prizes.
These are days that must happen to you;
You shall not heap up what are called riches
You shall scatter with lavish hand all that you earn or achieve.
Come, we must not stop here,
However sweet these laid up stores,
However convenient this dwelling,
However sheltered this port and however calm these waters,
We must not anchor here,
However welcome the hospitality that surrounds us,
We are permitted to receive it but a little while,
Come, I give you my hand.
I give you my love more precious than money,
I give you myself before preaching and law;
Will you give me yourself?
Will you come travel with me? Shall we stick by each other as long as we live.

N - 7. A Marriage Blessing (Salish Indian)
Now for you there is no rain
For one is shelter to the other.
Now for you the sun shall not burn
For one is shelter to the other.
Now for you nothing is hard or bad,
For the hardness and the badness is taken by one for the other.
Now for you there is no night,
For one is light to the other.
Now for you the snow has ended always.
It is that way, from now on, from now on.
Now it is good and there is always food,
And now there is always drink, And now there is comfort. 
Now there is no loneliness. Now forever - forever, there is no loneliness.

N - 8. Respect for One Another Albert Schweitzer (Memories of childhood and Youth)
To know one another cannot mean to know everything about each other; it means to feel mutual affection and confidence, and to believe in one another. We must not try to force our way into the personality of another. No one has the right to say to another: "because we belong to each other as we do, I have the right to know all your thoughts." All demands of this sort are foolish and unwholesome. In this matter giving is the only valuable process; it is only giving that stimulates. Impart as much as you can of your spiritual being to those who are on the road with you, and accept as something precious what comes back to you from them.

N - 9. When two people are in Love, Stephen T. Fader. (Blue Mountain Arts)
When a two people are in love
Each lives as an individual, yet they also live for one another; each strives for independent goals, but they also work together to achieve their dreams.
When two people are in love, they will give to one another what they need to survive & help fulfil each other’s wants.
They will turn one another's disappointment into satisfaction.
They will turn one another's frustration into contentment.
They will work as a mirror, reflecting to each other their strengths & weaknesses.
They will work together to alleviate the emotional walls that may separate them.
They will work together to build a better understanding of one another.
They will learn to lean on each other, but not so much as to be a burden on the other.
They will learn to reach out to one another, but not so much as to suffocate the other.
They will learn when it is time to speak & when it is time to listen.
They will be there to comfort each other in times of sorrow.
They will be there to celebrate together in times of happiness.
They will be one another's friend, guiding each other to the happiness that life holds.
They will be one another's companion, facing together the challenges that life may present.
When two people are in love; together they will love one another for the rest of their lives & forever.

N - 10. Blessing for a Marriage by James Dillet Freeman 
May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage can bring.
And may life grant you also patience, tolerance, and understanding.
May you always need one another - not so much to fill your emptiness as to help you know your fullness.
A mountain needs a valley to be complete; the valley does not make the mountain less, but more
And the valley is more a valley because it has a mountain towering over it.
So let it be with you ___, and you ___.
May you need one another, but not out of weakness.
May you want one another, but not out of lack.
May you entice, but not compel, one another.
May you embrace, but not encircle one another.
May you succeed in all important ways with one another and not fail in the little graces.
May you look for things to praise, often say, "I love you."
And take no notice of small faults.
If you have quarrels that push you apart,
May both of you have good sense enough to take the first step back.
May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness of one another's presence - physical and Spiritual, together,
Warm and near when you are side by side,
And warm and near when you are in separate rooms, or even in distant cities.
And may you have happiness, and may you find it in making one another happy.
May you have love; and may you find it in loving!

N - 11 Awed by the many meanings of this hour and overjoyed by its promises, we hope the spirit of trust, understanding and love may be with ___ and ___ through all the years that lie ahead. Whatever the trials and tests may come, may they trust each other wholly, for without such faith, marriage is a mockery; may they understand each other, for without understanding there is neither acceptance nor forgiveness; and may they truly love each other, for without love, marriage is only an empty shell.  As they build together a new life and a new home, may that home be bright with the laughter of children and many friends; may it be a haven from the tensions of our time and a wellspring of strength; and in all the world, may it be the one place they most want to be.

So may this shining hour be an open door through which ___ and ___ will go forth to build that dearest of all relationships, a happy, harmonious marriage. May the years deal gently with them; walking together may they find far more in life than either would have found alone; and even more fully may they come to know their love for one another.

N - 12. In marriage, the greatest courage will be required. We shall be put to the test of continuing to accept our partner with all defects revealed; but beyond this we shall be faced with the anguish of having to accept our own weaknesses. In the eyes of our partner, we shall see our most deeply hidden defects reflected. And this is the most difficult of all that is required of us: to accept that we are not as we should like to think we are, and that we are not as we should like the world to think we are.
But marriage also offer us the condition for the supreme fulfillment of human life: for our acceptance of our spouse with all the strengths and weaknesses, our works of love for our companion in marriage and for our children, and above all our acceptance of ourselves as we are, all these open us to the very ground of our being; all these bring us to the glory of existence.


CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY - Part 2
(see appendix)


O. THE PRAYER OF ASPIRATION OR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE

O - 1.	We pray that the spirit of love may deepen and enrich the lives of those who here become spouses; that each may be enabled to see life from the other's point of view, that they may be tolerant and open minded, sympathetic and kind, considerate of weakness and forgiving of faults. May the relationship which today has been given public expression may continue to develop richly in the days to come; and whatever changes time may bring, let whatever has been said and done here remain as a treasured memory and a guide to life. Amen. (or so be it or blessed be)

O - 2.	In this hour, rich with meaning and hope and promise, we pray that the spirit of trust, understanding and love may be with _____and _____through all the years that lie ahead. May their trust bring them strength and confidence, whatever trails and adversities they may meet; may their understanding support an acceptance of each other amid life’s uncertain ties; may their love be an avenue of insight into the deepest realities of our being. In the tomorrows which ____   and _____ will enter together may they find far more in life than either of them would have found alone. May they find tolerances for their prejudices, reverence for the beauties and respect for the truths they will encounter as they go forward together.

O - 3.	We cannot know what the future may bring into the lives of _____ and _____                 but we pray that together they may be equal to the demands of all their tomorrows. May their marriage always be a shared adventure, rich with moments of serenity as well as excitement, vital with problems that test as well as achievements that lift, marked by a sense of personal freedom as well as mutual responsibility. May you find in each other companionship as well as love, understanding as well as compassion, challenge as well as agreement. May their friends and family, those present today and those unable to be present, continue to rejoice in the love that has united them. May the home they build together shed it’s peace on them and on all who find shelter within it’s walls. May it be a place where personal preoccupations do not tower over concern for others, and where the warmth of humour puts both crisis and dullness into perspective. From their life together may they draw patience in time of strain, strength in time of weakness, courage in time of discouragement, vision in time of doubt, and above all, a growing love which radiates into the world around them.

O - 4.	May the love which has brought you together continue to grow and enrich your lives, bringing peace and inspiration to each of you and to those who know you. May you meet with courage any problems that arise to challenge you; may you meet with strength whatever troubles may beset you. May your marriage be one of ever growing depth and meaning, because of the sympathy, understanding, and love you give to one another in the life you share.	

O - 5. Out of this tangled world, these two souls have drawn together, bound with the swift sure bonds of love. Their destinies shall now be woven of one design, and their perils and their joys shall not be known apart. As they increase in mutual understanding, may their joy stand victoriously against the storm of circumstances which beats impartially at all our doors. From the rich encouragement of their affection may they complete the unfinished pattern of their true selves. Even as they have chosen each other from the world's multitudes, so let the days and years, now veiled by time, deepen the joy of that choice, and make it abidingly true.

O – 6. I wish you all happiness; but my wishes cannot give it, nor can it come from outward circumstances. It can only come from yourselves, from the spirit within you. You cannot choose what changes and chances are to befall you in the coming years, but you can choose the spirit with which you will meet them. Let it be the spirit of the noble vows in which you have just made your pledges each to the other. If you take these vows not as a form, but as a bond of honour which you will keep with unswerving loyalty, then whatever may come you will have inward happiness, which no pleasures of themselves can give, no sorrows take away. Then the whole of life which awaits you will be an abiding security to yourselves, and a welcome example to others.

O - 7. We know not what the future may bring into the life of this couple, but we pray that together they may be equal to the needs of their tomorrows. May they have patience in time of strain, strength in time of weakness, courage in time of doubt, and above all, a growing love And now may the love in your hearts and the greatness of life's possibilities give you joy; the assurances of your friends' good wishes give you peace and strength.

O - 8. May the sun bring you new energy by day; 
May the moon softly restore you by night; 
May the rain wash away your worries 
And the breezes blow new strength into your being, 
And all the days of your life may you walk gently through the world and know its beauty. 
Now you can feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. 
Now there will be no more loneliness, 
Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. 
Go now to your dwelling to enter into the days of your life together, 
And may your days be good and long upon the earth. – Traditional Apache

O - 9. Eternal God, creative source of life, in the midst of which we live and move and have our being; in thy name are we met together, to witness and to bless the union of these two lives.  May they be a blessing and a comfort, each to the other, sharers of each other's joys, consolers of each other's sorrows, helpers of each other, in all the chances and changes of the world.  In perfect love and creative peace, may they keep themselves, fulfilling in their very beings the laws of creative life. Amen.
O - 10. We pray rich blessings upon __________ and __________ who in the presence of eternity and in the sight of this company have pledged unto each other all that mind and heart and hand can give. May they ever remain faithful to the vows taken this day. In serenity of spirit may they learn to face with courage and patience whatever afflictions may be visited upon them or those whom they love.   For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health may the love which they have for one another grow in meaning and strength until its beauty is made manifest in a common devotion to all that is compassionate and life-giving. Learning to serve one another in a partnership of love, may they learn to serve the highest ends of humanity itself and thus become witnesses to the sacredness of life in the midst of each common day.
O -11. Today we pray for the lives of __________ and __________ together. We pray for concord and creativity as well as for love and laughter.  We pray for joy, that they may share it with others, and for their home, that it may be a temple for that which is beautiful and good and true. We pray for courage when there is pain, and for humility when fortune favours them. 
As they share the richer experiences of life, so may their hearts and minds increase in understanding, and their bond become even stronger.  May __________ and __________ carry the past gracefully with them in all the years of their sojourn, and with an equal measure of hope ever face the future unafraid. 
O -12. May the springtime’s beauty remain in your marriage and in your home. 
May there be warmth and gentleness, growing and courage, love and care. 
May there be joy and song of life through all the days that lie ahead.


P. THE PRONOUNCEMENT

This is the time in the wedding we are all waiting for, the moment when those magic words are spoken, "... pronounce you to be married or spouses or a married couple." All the nervousness beforehand, all of the hopes and fears, the joys and plans were directed at this moment. So why not just say, "I pronounce you…"; there are a number of considerations before we make that leap.
Many couples who have been living together for some time before the wedding want some recognition of the fact that the ceremony is a public recognition of what has existed for quite some time, others feel strongly that they are making the marriage, not the church or state or the Lay Chaplain, and they want words expressing those feelings. Still other couples want the community gathered to witness the wedding event to declare the marriage to exist. And there are some couples who want the state and the church to use their authority to declare that the marriage does, in fact, exist. The wording in each of these cases is simple; the feelings behind the words are important. Take time to discuss this ... How is the wedding made? ... Just as you gave consideration to this question with the choosing of your vows, it is again important to look at the question from another angle this time.

The Following reading may be read before the Pronouncement:

P – a No single event marks a marriage. A marriage is the freely chosen union of two individuals. It is both culmination and commencement of a lifetime of love. Through the statement of common spirit and the exchange of rings, you have done what in truth neither state nor church can do: you have joined yourselves in a shared destiny.

The pronouncement is the official recognition of the new couple

P - 1. For as much as __________ and __________ have thus pledged themselves to each other in the presence of God and this company, I do now, by virtue of the authority vested in me pronounce that they are a married couple. 
May we who are here present, hold the inspiration of this hour alive in our hearts and memories, as __________ and __________ will hold it as a symbol of their love and commitment.

P - 2. Inasmuch as __________ and __________ consent together in marriage, and have witnessed the same before this company, and thereto have pledged their faith, each to the other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving rings, I pronounce, that they are married. Those whom love joins together, let none put asunder.

P - 3.For as much as __________ and __________ have consented together in marriage, declaring their love for each other, they are now spouses. May their days be long upon the earth and may they dwell in love and joy together. 

P - 4. Inasmuch as __________ and __________ have grown in knowledge and love of one another, seeking an even richer, deeper relationship, and because they have pledged to meet sorrow and joy as one family, we rejoice to recognize them a married couple.

P – 5. Since _____and _____have joined themselves, each to the other, in marriage, and have signified their commitment to each other in the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, they are now and henceforward married.

P – 6. Since you, _____ and you, _____ have joined yourselves in marriage and have signified your commitment to each other in the joining of hands and exchanging of rings, you are now and henceforward a married couple.
P - 7. _____ and _____, have chosen one another from the many women (or men) of the earth. They have declared their love and purpose before this gathering, and have made their pledges one to another. I declare that they are a married couple. Let all others honour them and the threshold of their house. May they find here the good beginning for the spending and the fruitfulness of many years.

P - 8. _____ and _____ have grown in knowledge and love of one another. They have agreed in their desire to go forward in life together, seeking an ever richer, deepening relationship. And they have pledged themselves to meet sorrow and joy as one family. We rejoice to recognize their marriage, and I now pronounce them married.

P – 9._____ and _____, in a great sense the two of you were married long before you came here today. Today is merely the sharing of your wishes and hopes with these close friends and relatives who have gathered here this afternoon. We all want you to know that our best wishes are with you at this time. We thank you for sharing this very personal moment with us. I now pronounce you married.

THE WEDDING KISS

At many weddings, the exchange of a kiss between the couple is part of the ceremony. You might want to talk  about what sort of a kiss it will be before the ceremony.

I now invite you to seal your commitment with a kiss…

Q. CLOSING WORDS - BLESSING

Q – 1. Go now to walk the ways of the world together, and may your days be good; and long upon the earth.

Q – 2. Let us now, in a moment of silence, give our individual blessings to these two women (men), as they become a married couple. (leave 20 seconds of silence) May the blessing of each of us be felt by you. And may you also sense the blessing which is not ours to give but which comes from the very heart of life and is known to those who seek it. Go now to walk the ways of the world together, and may your days be good and long upon the earth.

Q - 3. Go now to walk the ways of the world together, and you, (names of children), you too have entered this circle of love where you will be sheltered and warmed until you are grown, and go to find your own world. May the days of all of you be good and long upon the earth.

Q - 4. May all that is noble, lovely, and true abide with you forever. Go now in peace, and may peace attend you all your days.

Q - 5. Now and forever may both of you be united in love and harmony;
May both of you share your moods and dreams with loving care;
May both of you keep trust in each other, constant and deep;
May you find joy in life and warm contentment as a married couple.

Q - 6. May the love in your hearts give you joy. May the greatness of life bring you peace. And may your days be good and your lives be long upon the earth.

Q - 7. We are happy to be sharing in the rejoicing of this hour. May all who love _______ and _____ continue to rejoice in the commitments they have made to one another. We ask for them that the meaning of these moments may abide throughout their lives, and that in pleasant ways or in the midst of trials, they may be a comfort and a joy to each other. May each bring intelligence and commitment as well as faith to the task that is set before them. May they maintain enduring respect and trust. May their home be a place of peace for them and all who enter it. May all who follow their lives with interest and affection have cause often to rejoice, not only in their happiness, but also in their brave and generous living.

Q - 8. And now may that glory which rests on all who love, rest upon you and bless you and keep you, and fill you with happiness and a gracious spirit. And despite all changes of time and fortune, may all that is noble and lovely and true, abound in your hearts and abide with you, and give you strength in all your days together.
Q - 9. May the blessing that rests upon all who love, rest also upon you and fill you with all spiritual grace. May the bond that unites you ever be strengthened. May you so love and work together in the days that are to come that your lives shall be enriched and ennobled by a true and deepening comradeship of mind and heart.

Q - 10. And now, with a perfect and abiding confidence, with a trust and affection which knows no limitation, we send you forth upon your journey of life to laugh for joy, to suffer pain, to seek, to serve, to find. So be it.

Q - 11. May the Lord bless you and keep you; 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.

Q - 12. __________ and __________, may you establish a home of warmth and understanding; may your lives be filled with peace and beauty; may you always exhibit to one another truth, sympathy and love, and may the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace this day and forever more.

Q - 13. May the spirit which has been in all the great prophets and teachers of humanity in every age and tradition be also in us, that the deepest in us may seek the loftiest in the universe, and that we may dwell in love and joy with one another.

Q - 14. May the love in your hearts give you joy. May the greatness of life bring you peace. May your days be good, and your lives be long upon the earth.

Q - 15. May all that is noble and lovely and true abide with you forever. Amen.


SIGNING THE MARRIAGE LICENCE AND THE MARRIAGE REGISTER

THE CEREMONY CANNOT BEGIN UNLESS THE OFFICIANT HAS THE MARRIAGE LICENCE, PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT IT IS PROVIDED BEFORE THE CEREMONY STARTS. (We can still go through the ceremony and later together with witnesses redo the legal parts and then have the signing of the licence and the registry)


The Couple, two witnesses, and the Lay Chaplain sign the Marriage licence and the Capital Unitarian Universalist Congregation’s register.   Alternately, the wedding party may proceed to another room for this purpose (especially for an out door service– a paperweight will be necessary if the signing will be outside!) 
Your family members can be witnesses.  
This is a good time for photographs.

R. INTRODUCTION OF THE MARRIED COUPLE

R – 1. It is my pleasure to introduce _______          and ______                  newly married.

S. FURTHER READINGS
S - 1. We know little, but that we must trust in what is difficult is a certainty that will never abandon us; it is good to be solitary, for solitude is difficult; that something is difficult must be one more reason for us to do it.
It is also good to love, because love is difficult. For one human being to love another human being: that is perhaps the most difficult task that has ever been entrusted to us, the ultimate task, the final test and proof, the work for which all other work is merely preparation. 
That is why young people, who are beginners in everything, are not yet capable of love; it is something they must learn. With their whole being, with all their forces, gathered around their solitary, anxious, upward-beating heart, they must learn to love. But learning time is always a long, secluded time, and therefore loving, for a long time ahead and far into life, is -- solitude, a heightened and deepened kind of aloneness for the person who loves.
Loving does not at first mean merging, surrendering, and uniting with another person (for what would a union be of two people who are unclarified, unfinished, and still incoherent?); it is a high inducement for the individual to ripen, to become something, to become world, to become world for the sake of another person... it is the ultimate, it is perhaps that for which human lives are as yet barely large enough. Rilke’s “Letters To A Young Poet”
S - 2. I love you not only for what you are, but for what I am when with you.  I love you not only for what you have made of yourself, but for what you are making of me. 
I love you for that part of me that you bring out.
I love you for putting your hand into my heaped-up heart and passing over all the foolish, frivolous and weak things that you cannot help dimly seeing there, and for drawing out into the light all the beautiful and radiant belongings that no one else had looked quite far enough to find.
I love you for ignoring the possibilities of the fool and weakling in me, and for laying firm hold on the possibilities of good in me.  Ray Croft
S - 3. It takes years to marry two hearts completely, even the most loving and well-matched. A happy wedlock is a long falling in love.  A perfect and complete marriage, where wedlock is everything you could ask and the ideal of marriage becomes actual, is not common, perhaps as rare as perfect personal beauty. People are married fractionally, now a small fraction, then a large fraction. Very few are married totally, and then only after many years of growth in wisdom and understanding.
Such a large and sweet fruit is a complete marriage and needs a long summer to ripen, and then a long winter to mellow and season. A real and happy marriage of love and judgment between two people is one of the things so very handsome in this life.
S - 4. The fountains mingle with the river 
And the rivers with the ocean, 
The winds of heaven mix forever 
With a sweet emotion; 
Nothing in the world is single; 
All things by a law divine 
In one spirit meet and mingle 
Why not I with thine?
See the mountains kiss high Heaven 
And the waves clasp one another; 
No sister-flower would be forgiven 
If it disdained its brother; 
And the sunlight clasps the earth 
And the moonbeams kiss the sea; 
What is all this sweet work worth 
If thee kiss not me? Percy Byssine Shelley “Love Philosophy”


S - 5 Oh, the comfort, the inexpressible comfort of feeling safe with a person, having neither to weigh thoughts nor measure words, but pouring them all right out, just as they are, chaff and grain together; certain that a faithful hand will take and sift them, keep what is worth keeping, and then, with the breath of kindness, blow the rest away.

					Dinah Maria Mulock Craik


S – 6 May your house be a place of happiness for all who enter it, a place where the old and the young are renewed in each other’s company, a place for growing, a place for music, a place for laughter.  And when shadows an darkness fall within its rooms, may it still be a place of hope and strength for all who enter it, especially those who are entrusted to your care.  May no person be alien to your compassion.  May your larger family be the family of all human kind.  And may those who are nearest to you and dearest to you be constantly enriched by the beauty and the bounty of your love for one another. 



S – 7 Of all the women (men) you have known you have chosen one another as your partner, your friend, your lover, your wife (husband). You have courted, you have laughed, you have cried, you have grown from being alone to becoming your own family I invite you now to begin the bonding of your souls and the blending of your love.



S – 8 For steadfast love wood must be seasoned;
And if love can be trusted to last out,
Then it must first be disciplined and reasoned
To take all weathers, absences, and doubt.
 No resinous pine for this, but the hard oak
Slow to catch fire, would see us through a year.
We learned to temper words before we spoke,
To force furies back, learned to forbear,
In silence to wait out erratic storm
And bury tumult when we were apart.
The fires were banked to keep a winter warm
With heart of oak instead of resinous heat, 
 And this testing year beyond desire
Began to move toward durable fire.

From Autumn Sonnets by Mary Sarton


S – 9 from Corelli’s Mandolin:

And another thing.  Love is a temporary madness, it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides.  And when it subsides you have to make a decision.  You have to work out whether your roots have so entwined together that is in inconceivable that you should ever part.  Because this is what love is.  Love is not breath-lessness, it is not excitement, it is not the promulgation of promises of eternal passion … this is just being ‘in love,’ which any fool can do.  Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away, and this is both an art and a fortunate accident.


S – 10 A poem by May Swenson called ‘In Love Made Visible.’

In love are we made visible 
  as in a magic bath 
  are unpeeled 
  to the sharp pit so long concealed 
  With love’s alertness 
  we recognize 
  the soundless whimper 
  of the soul 
  behind the eyes 
  
  A shaft opens 
  and the timid thing 
  at last leaps to surface 
  with full-spread wing 

  The fingertips of love discover 
  more than the body’s smoothness 
  They uncover a hidden conduit 
  for the transfusion of empathies that circumvents 
  the mind’s intrusion 

  In love are we set free 
  Objective bone 
  and flesh no longer insulate us 
  to ourselves alone 
  We are released 
  and flow into each other’s cup 
  Our two frail vials pierced 
  drink each other up.  



S – 11 Daphne Rose Kingsma

 It is love that fashions us into the fullness of our beings - not our looks, not our work, not our wants, not our achievements, not our parents, not our status, not our dreams. These are all fodder & filler, the navigating fuels of our lives; but it is love: who we love, how we love, why we love, & that we love that ultimately shapes us. 

 It is love, before all & after all, in the beginning & in the end, that creates us. 

Today, remembering this, let yourself acknowledge & remember the moments, events, & people who bring you, even momentarily, into a true experience of love, & allow the rest, the inescapable mundanities of life, like a cloud, to very quietly drift away. 

 
S – 12 “In the time of the silver rain” by Langston Hughes

In the time of silver rain 
The Earth puts forth new life again, 
Green grasses grow 
And flowers lift their heads, 
And over all the plain 
The wonder spreads 
Of life, of life, of life 

 In time of silver rain. 
The butterflies lift silken wings 
To catch a rainbow cry 
And the trees put forth 
New leaves to sing 
In joy beneath the sky 
When spring 
And life 
Are new. 


S – 13 by Margaret Atwood – from Cat’s Eye

….if I watch
quietly enough
and long enough

at last you will say
(maybe without speaking))
(there are mountains
inside our skull
garden and chaos, ocean
and hurricane; certain
corners of rooms, portraits
of great-grandmothers, curtains
of a particular shade;
your deserts; your private
dinosaurs; the first
woman)

...tell me everything
just as it was
from the beginning.


S – 14 Throughout your life, there is a voice only you can hear.  A voice the
mythologists label "the call".  A call to the value of your own life.   The
choice of risk and individual bliss over the known and secure.
You may choose not to hear your spirit.  You may prefer to build a life
within the compound, to avoid the risk.  It is possible to find happiness
within a familiar box, a life of comfort and control.
Or you may choose to be open to new experiences, to leave the limits of
your conditioning, to hear the call.  Then you must act.
If you never hear it perhaps nothing is lost.  If you hear it and ignore
it, your life is lost.


S – 15 From Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde (lesbian poet)

What are the words you do not yet have?
What do you need to say?
What are the tyrannies you swallow, day by day, and attempt to make your own, until you sicken and die of them, sill in silence?
----
and of course we are afraid, because the transformation of silence into language and action is an act of self revelation, and that always seems fraught with danger. What are the words you do not yet have?
What do you need to say?
In the cause of silence, each of us draws the face of our won fear—fear of contempt, of censure, or some judgment, or of recognition, of challenge, of annihilation. But most of all, we fear the visibility without which we cannot truly live.
What are the words you do not yet have? 
What do you need to say?
Where our voices are crying to be heard, we can seek the words out, to read them and speak them and sing them and share them and examine them in the pertinence to our lives.
The fact that we are hear and that I speak these words is an attempt to break that silence, and bridge some of those differences between us, for it is not difference which immobilizes us, but silence. And there are so many silences to be broken.
What are the words you do not yet have?
What do you need to say?

S – 16 WH Auden, 1939 (gay poet)
Defenseless under the night
Our world in a stupor lies;
Yet, dotted everywhere,
Ironic points of light
Flash out wherever the Just
Exchange their messages:
M ay I, composed like them
Of Eros and of dust,
Beleaguered by the same
Negation and despair,
Show an affirming flame.

 
S – 17 Rainer Maria Rilke

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart,
And try to love the questions themselves like locked rooms
And like books that are written in a very foreign tongue.
Do not now seek the answers, which cannot be given you,
Because you would not be able to live them.
And the point is, to live everything.
Live the questions now.
Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it,
Live along some distant day into the answer.


S – 18 PATRICK OVERTON:
When you come
to the edge of all
the light you have,
and must take a 
step into the
darkness of the
unknown,
believe that one
of two things will
happen to you:


either there will be
something solid for you to 
stand on, or
you will be taught 
how to fly.

S - 19 A RESPONSIVE READING: (from our Unitarian hymnal)

We, whose journeys are always beginning,
WE, WHOSE MISSION ALWAYS AWAITS US,
We, whose visions are bent on loving,
WE GATHER TOGETHER THIS EVENING,
We gather as a community drawn together out of common need, each toting our own carpetbag of treasures and dreams.
WE GATHER TOGETHER SEEKING OUR OWN MEANINGS, YEARNING FOR LIFE IN ALL ITS DIMENTIONS—AS IT CHALLENGES AND EXPLANDS,AS IT BURDENS, AS IT CONSOLES AND HEALS.
We gather in these moments to drink from a common cup. 
WE GATHER TOGETHER WITH QUESTIONS—THE KIND OF QUESTIONS THAT PROVOKE US TO THE PATH OF ACTION.
We gather with hope, the kind of hope that pulses through uncertainty.
WE GATHER WITH TENDERNESS, THE KIND OF TENDERNEESS THAT CAN ONLY BE BORN FROM KNOWING BOTH IMPERFECTION AND HONEST EFFORT.
We gather with openness, an openness that is wakeful to possibilities and equally discerning and gentle in judgments.
WE GATHER, THEN, UNBOUNDED—BUT CLOSE.
We gather seeking the light of warmth and understanding.
WE GATHER, DRAWN TO OUR SOURCE.

S – 20 Everything Possible : Lyrics and music by Fred Small

We have cleared off the table, the leftovers saved 
Washed the dishes and put them away 
I have told you a story and tucked you in tight 
At the end of your knockabout day 
As the moon sets its sails to carry you to sleep 
Over the midnight sea 
I will sing you a song no one sang to me 
May it keep you good company 


You can be anybody you want to be 
You can love whomever you will 
You can travel any country where your heart leads 
And know I will love you still 
You can live by yourself, you can gather friends around 
You can choose one special one 
And the only measure of your words and your deeds 
Will be the love you leave behind when you're done 

There are girls who grow up strong and bold
There are boys , quiet and kind.
Some race on ahead, some follow behind,
Some go in their own way and time.
Some women love women, some men love men,
Some raise children, some never do.
You can dream all the day never reaching the end
Of everything possible for you.

Don’t be rattled by names, by taunts, by games,
But seek out spirits true.
If you give your friends the best part of yourself, 
they’ll give the same back to you. (chorus)


S – 21 We Are One (a song)
by Ysaye Barnwell

For each child that's born,
A morning star rises, and sings to the universe
Who we are. (x2)

We are --our grandmother's prayer,
We are --our grandfather's dreaming,
We are --the breath of the ancestors
We are --the spirit of love.

We are mothers of courage
and fathers of time
daughters of trust
and sons of great vision,
sisters of mercy
and brother of love,
lovers of life,
and builders of nations
singers of truth,
keepers of faith
makers of peace
and wisdom of ages......

For each child that's born,
A morning star rises and sings to the universe
Who we are. We are one!

  The Journey 
Mary Oliver (contemporary lesbian poet)

One day you finally knew 
what you had to do, and began, 
though the voices around you 
kept shouting 
their bad advice 
though the whole house 
began to tremble 
and you felt the old tug 
at your ankles. 
"Mend my life!"
each voice cried. 
But you didn't stop. 
You knew what you had to do, 
though the winds pried 
with its stiff fingers 
at the very foundations, 
though their melancholy 
was terrible. 
It was already late 
enough, and a wild night, 
and the road full of fallen 
branches and stones. 
But little by little, 
as you left their voices behind, 
the stars began to burn through the sheets of clouds, 
and there was a new voice 
which you slowly 
recognized as your own, 
that kept you company 
as you strode deeper and deeper 
in to the world, determined to 
do the only thing you could do 
determined to save 
the only life you could save. 

NOW I BECOME MYSELF MAY SARTON (lesbian poet)

NOW I BECOME MYSELF, 
IT’S TAKEN TIME,
MANY YEARS AND PLACES;
I HAVE BEEN DISSOLVED AND SHAKEN,
WORN OTHER PEOPLE’S FACES,
RUN MADLY, AS IF TIME WERE THERE,
TERRIBLY OLD, CRYING A WARNING....

NOW TO STAND STILL, TO BE HERE,
FEEL MY OWN WEIGHT AND DENSITY!
THE BLACK SHADOW ON THE PAPER IS MY HAND, 
THE SHADOW OF A WORD
AS THOUGHT SHAPES THE SHAPER
FALLS HEAVY ON THE PAGE,
IS HEARD.

ALL FUSES NOW, 
FALLS INTO PLACE
FROM WISH TO ACTION, 
WORD TO SILENCE,
MY WORK, MY LOVE, MY TIME, 
MY FACE GATHERED INTO ONE INTENSE 
GESTURE OF GROWING LIKE A PLANT...
SO ALL THE POEM IS, CAN GIVE,
GROWS INTO ME TO BECOME THE SONG,
MADE SO AND ROOTED SO BY LOVE...

O, IN THIS SINGLE HOUR I LIVE
ALL OF MYSELF AND DO NOT MOVE...


VELVETEEN RABBIT: A CHILDREN’S STORY BY Margery Williams

“What is REAL?” asked the Velveteen Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by side near the nursery fender, before Nana came to tidy the room. “Does it mean having things that buzz inside you and a stick-out handle?”
“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It’s a thing that happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become Real.” 
“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit.
“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. “When you are real you don’t mind being hurt.”
“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?”
“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You become. It takes a long time. That’s why it doesn’t often happen to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t understand. The Boy’s Uncle made me Real,” he said. “ and once you are Real, you can’t become unreal again. It lasts for always.” 



APPENDIX

CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY PART 1

If you are interested in the Candle Lighting Ceremony we advise you to purchase your own candles.  Then you will be able to use them again to light on your anniversary. You will need two, 8 inch candles and one, 9 inch pillar candle – these are the maximum heights the candles can be to fit in the wind guards for an outdoor wedding.  If your wedding is indoor there is no restriction on the shape or height of the candles.

The candle lighting ceremony represents the families that you have come from and the new family that you begin today.	......... and ........, you have arrived here today with the help of your respective families’ love and support, their courage and their commitment to you. And through your marriage this day you will face tomorrow as a new family, ready and eager to embark on this new journey. In recognition of their love for you and their hopes for you in your marriage, two representatives of your families will come forward to each light a candle to symbolize your present families and the ancestors from which you have come. I now ask ........ and ........ (Choice of relatives)  to come forward to light the family candles.

CLC CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY PART 2

Earlier in this service, ……… & ………., on behalf of your families, lit candles symbolizing their love for each of you and their hopes for you in your marriage.
You will now light the central candle from those candles as you unite in marriage and undertake new dimensions in your relationship. Please light the candle of unity
CLC - 1. When you each take a candle and together light the centre candle, you are symbolizing the union of your lives. There are two of you, yet there is only one life before you. May this life be blessed and ever richer because of everything you bring to it as individuals.

CLC - 2. (If parents have already lit candles:)
Candles have been lit to signify the love and support of your families. As you together light a candle, you are symbolizing the union of your families, and the creation of a new life for you. May this life be blessed and ever richer because of everything you bring to it as individuals.

CLC - 3. (With Parents)
I now invite ________ & ________ parents’ to light candles signifying the flame of their love for and pride in their child. May the spirit of this love and pride glow forever brightly in the new life of __________ & ________.
[Couple light tapers from the flame of their parents' candles.]
Together the new couple lights their own candle, and greets their parents


CLC - a. This tiny flame of yours is fragile. It gleams in the day’s broad light where you walk boldly, guided by the sun. In darker hours its gleam more brightly shines, throwing its beam upon the path you tread: It warms you in its glow and leads you into ways of love and understanding. Let the light you have kindled together illumine your lives and the lives of others through both sunshine and shadow in the days to come.

CLC - b. Every life is a flame, a manifestation within each separate being of the universal light that streams from sun and stars. In the fire of love those flames may merge and shine with broader beams a new and fuller light that yet does not extinguish the lights that gave it birth. May your life together enkindle such a flame.


WINE CUP CEREMONY

The use of the wine cup at a wedding is an ancient Jewish tradition. It is particularly appropriate at a marriage where the background of one or both parties is in that tradition. It is occasionally used by others who also find it significant.

This cup of wine is symbolic of the cup of life. As you share the cup of wine, you undertake to share all that the future may bring. All the sweetness life's cup may hold for you will be the sweeter because you drink it together. Whatever drops of bitterness it may contain will be less bitter because you share them.
(The couple each drink from the cup.)

1. The years of our lives are a cup of wine poured out for us to drink.
The grapes when they are pressed give forth their good juices for the wine.
Under the wine press of time our lives give forth their labour and honour and love.
Many days you will sit at the same table and eat and drink together.
Drink now, and may the cup of your lives be sweet and full to running over.
(The couple each drink from the cup.)

2. The years of life are as a cup of wine, poured out for you to drink. The cup contains within it the sweet wine of happiness, joy, hope and delight. The same cup, at times, holds the bitter wine of disappointment, sorrow, grief and despair. Those who drink deeply of life invite the full range of experiences. This cup is symbolic of the pledges you have made to one another to share together the fullness of life. As you drink from this cup you acknowledge to one another that your lives, until this moment separate, have become one vessel into which all your sorrows and joys, all your hopes and fears, all your dreams and dreads will be poured, and from which you will find mutual sustenance. Many days you will sit at the same table and eat and drink together. Drink now, and may the cup of your life together be sweet and full to overflowing.

If the glass is broken (really smash it!) the following may be said: May your marriage last so long as it would take to place the pieces of this glass back together. Even as life moves on in its restless flow, we would not cling to the present moment, no matter how filled with joy. Your loyalty is to each other, to the many cups which you will fill to each other, not to the cups of yesterday.

IF ONE OF YOU IS JEWISH

You and your spouse to be will have to talk over many issues if this is an inter-faith marriage ... especially what happens when you raise the children. (Can I make a plug for Unitarianism which honours both the Jewish and Christian as well as the Humanistic traditions?) Will there be a bris? What church school will best teach a child about religions and honour both of your traditions? Do you christen or dedicate a child? In what setting might they have a wedding?
The ancient Rabbi Jose said, "Indeed a suitable marriage may seem easy to make, yet God considers it as difficult a task as dividing the Red Sea." This refers to what happens in daily life, yet the ancient Jewish wedding was complex. The couple fast on the wedding day, recite the Afternoon Service of Viddui (from Yom Kippur) as the sins of the past are forgiven and a new life begins. A legal document, the tenaim, is written binding both parties. When the groom agrees to the contract it is considered binding. The men then surround the groom and dance with him toward the bride who sits on a throne. The groom lifts the bride's veil (to avoid the deceit practised on Jacob when he married Leah thinking he was marrying Rachael). The bride is then escorted to the huppa where she circles the groom seven times to enter the seven levels of his soul. The huppa is a canopy held by four poles and was first used in market place weddings during the Middle Ages. Rabbis used the huppa to set the wedding off from the bustle of the marketplace.
The Rabbi recites PSALM 118:26-29, before the wine is drunk there is a blessing:
He who is strong above all else/ He who is blessed above all else/
He who is great above all else/ May he bless the bridegroom and the bride.
Blessed are You, Lord our God, who has made us holy through your commandments and has commanded us concerning marriages that are forbidden and those that are permitted when carried out under the canopy and with the sacred wedding ceremonies. Blessed are You, Lord our God, who makes Your people of Israel holy through this rite of the canopy and the sacred bond of marriage.
The goblet is raised and the Rabbi says, "There is no joy without wine." Both the bride and the bridegroom drink from the cup. Then the most important part of the ceremony takes place. The groom places the ring on the left index finger of the bride and says:
Behold, you are consecrated to me with this ring according to the Law of Moses and Israel."
In ancient Jewish law a marriage takes place anytime a man gives a woman something worth more than a dime, she accepts the gift, he says the words above, and has two witnesses! Anytime, anywhere!
The contract is read and handed to the bride followed by recitation of seven blessings, often by friends. The ceremony is closed with the breaking of a goblet by the groom. The goblet is wrapped in white cloth and he smashes it with the heel of his shoe. It is a reminder of the destruction of the Temple. It is also irrevocable and permanent ... just as the marriage is irrevocable and permanent. Today it may be done in silence with recognition of the ancient traditions, or with the words, "May your marriage last so long as it would take to place the pieces of this glass back together." (really SMASH it!) 
The bride and groom would then retire to a private room. In ancient times this would be when the marriage is consummated. Today they would break their fast together. When the couple emerge they are greeted with music, dancing and joyful greetings!
MOST COMMON TODAY is the use of the wine at the beginning, the goblet at the end, occasionally the huppa, or parents standing just behind and to the sides of the bride and groom. If you want to include any of these traditions we will fit them in, it is up to you.
IF ONE OF YOU IS CATHOLIC
The Catholic wedding is more ritualistic than a Protestant service. The ritual and the community do not exist alone, but together. In a Unitarian service an assumption is made that most everything we do will have to have interfaith elements because so many people come from different backgrounds. Therefore, some of the ritual may seem foreign to a few people at the same time as it includes others. While the community is important, the ritual affirms the dignity and worth of individuals and their faith stances in life.
To welcome people of Catholic origins, it is important to include some of the common elements from Catholic services. For traditional Catholics it is affirming to play "Ave Maria" as part of the music and to include I Corinthians Chapter 13, Paul's letter about love. Candles may be used in the service, by using a central candle lit jointly by the couple. The symbolism is rather nice, two becoming one. The Lord's Prayer may sometimes be appropriate.
We can not replicate the mystery and tradition of the Catholic Church. Sometimes this is difficult because we marry people who have been divorced, people who have not been a regular part of our congregational life, and we have female Lay Chaplains. All this aside, we can work together to make a meaningful service that respects your background.
IF ONE OF YOU IS HINDU
In a Hindu wedding the couple take seven steps around a purifying flame. With each step a prayer is said for the stages of life. The prayers might include friendship and harmony, strength, courage, prosperity, emotional stability, loyalty, love, dedication, balance, deepening devotion and inspiring companionship. In this service the minds of the bride and groom mingle like two bodies of clear calm waters and their love is undivided for one another.
IF ONE OF YOU IS BUDDHIST
In some Chinese Buddhist services a large paper is provided for the guests to write down their hopes and wishes for the couple. Sometimes the paper is ornate with drawings and paintings of scenes from the couple's lives. Of course the ceremony is more intricate. We are willing to learn about your traditions and include some of them in your wedding.
IF ONE OF YOU IS MUSLIM
There are many beautiful readings from the Koran which can be used in a wedding service. If there are rituals from your particular tradition which you would like to incorporate, speak to us. We are open to the process of honouring your traditions and believe in the richness of interfaith services.
IF ONE OF YOU IS HUMANIST, ATHEIST OR AGNOSTIC
Many people, who get in touch with the Unitarian Church, seeking a Lay Chaplain to perform their service say that they do not want a "religious service". Usually they mean they want a service free from the trappings of any particular denomination, its ritual and theology. They want a service which is meaningful for their own lives. That is just what Unitarian Universalist Lay Chaplains attempt to provide. Asking you to put together your own service is part of that process.
Weddings are religious services when done by Unitarian Universalist Lay Chaplains. They are filled with meaning. Some of the great issues of life are spoken of and there certainly is ritual that partakes of centuries of traditions surrounding weddings. We would argue that any wedding worth doing is a religious service. But let us not get bogged down with language.
The humanist and the atheist or agnostic will be supported in their search for a meaningful wedding service - free from dogma, theism, and denominational overtones. We will work with you to build a service responsive to your own beliefs.
IF ONE OF YOU IS WICCAN OR PAGAN
We would be delighted to incorporate any part of a Handfasting Ceremony into your Wedding.  Amanda has a great deal of information with regard to Handfasting.
 





4. SERVICE CHOICES

Please make your choices and return via email

This service format provides you with all the headings from the Wedding Booklet.  The headings that are underlined are the sections most often used, however the only mandatory sections are; some form of dedication or vow, the pronouncement and the signing.  I have placed the Candle Lighting Ceremony and the Wine Cup Ceremony in the order that they would normally appear in the service, in the Wedding Booklet the 2 ceremonies appear in the Appendix.

This is your Wedding, I will do everything in my power to accommodate your wishes.

Your Names (as you wished to be called during the service) ____________________________ also would you like to be called Spouses, Life partners or something else?

Greeting and Instruction:  Lay Chaplain

A. Opening Words: A – 1, A – 2, A – 3, A – 4.

B. Opening Readings: B – 1, B – 2, B – 3, B – 4, B – 5, B – 6, B – 7, B – 8, B – 9, B – 10.

C. Recognition of Gathered Company: C – 1, C – 2, C – 3, C – 4.

D. Statement of Purpose and Affirmations of Intention: D – 1, D – 2, D – 3, D - 4, D - 5, D - 6, D - 7, D – 8, D – 9, D – 10, D – 11.

E. Charge to the Couple: E – 1, E – 2, E – 3, E – 4, E – 5.

F. The Presentation: F – 1, F – 2, F – 3, F – 4, F – 5, F – 6, F – 7.

(Candle-lighting Ceremony Part 1 – (see appendix): Yes or No – If ‘Yes’ please list the names of those lighting candles……………………………………………………………………………………..)*

G. Commitment of the Congregation:  Yes or No

H. Preface to the vows: H - 1, H - 2, H - 3, H – 4.

I. Exchange of Vows & Declarations (mandatory in some form): I - 1, I - 2, I - 3, I - 4,   I - 5,   I - 6, I - 7, I - 8, I - 9, I – 10, I – 11, I – 12, I – 13, I – 14, I – 15, I – 16, I – 17, I – 18, I – 19.
           
Repeat after Lay Chaplain?    Yes or   No
Flowers will be held by_________________

J. Recognition of Children:  Yes or No J – 1, J – 2.

K. The Ring Ceremony: K – 1, K – 2, K – 3, K – 4, K – 5, K – 6, K – 7, K – 8.
             
L. Exchange of Rings: – Ring Vows: L – 1, L – 2, L – 3, L – 4, L – 5, L – 6, L – 7, L – 8.        

Repeat after Lay Chaplain?    Yes........     No........

M. Ring Affirmation: M – 1, M – 2, M – 3.

N. The Reading (One or more): 1 – N, N – 2, N – 3, N – 4, N – 5, N – 6, N – 7, N – 8, N – 9, N – 10, N – 11, N – 12.

Service Choices – page 2


(Wine Cup Ceremony - see appendix): Yes or No    If Yes.   1.    2.                 

(Candle-lighting Ceremony Part 2: CLC – 1, CLC – 2, CLC 3, and CLC – a, CLC - b)

O. Prayer of Aspiration/Hopes for the Future: O – 1, O – 2, O – 3, O – 4, O – 5, O – 6, O – 7, O – 8, O – 9, O – 10, O – 11, O – 12.      

P. The Pronouncement (Mandatory in some form):  P – a and P – 1, P – 2, P – 3, P – 4, P – 5, P – 6, P – 7, P – 8, P – 9.

The Wedding Kiss: Yes or No
(You might want to decide beforehand what kind of kiss it will be.)

Q. Closing Words:  Q – 1, Q – 2, Q – 3, Q – 4, Q – 5, Q – 6, Q – 7, Q – 8, Q – 9, Q – 10, Q – 11, Q – 12, Q – 13, Q – 14, Q – 15.

Signing The Marriage Licence and the Marriage Register.

R. Introduction of the Married Couple to the congregation: R – 1.
By what names do you wish to be called? Some options include: using first names only, using first names followed by husband and wife; using first and last names, or using Mr. and Mrs.

S. Further Readings: S – 1, S – 2, S – 3, S – 4, S – 5, S – 6, S – 7, S – 8, S – 9, S – 10, S – 11, S – 12, S – 13, S – 14.

Is this order of the service in the order that you would like it?    Yes or No    If you have answered “No”, what order would you prefer?

Any other comments or questions?


5. GENERAL INFORMATION

Fees: 
Cost of Lay Chaplain’s services: Working with Dana or Peter to create your perfect wedding includes; a preliminary meeting with Dana or Peter, a copy of our comprehensive Wedding Booklet full of numerous suggestion to ensure your wedding is a unique expression of your love, emails to finalize the service, a rehearsal and the ceremony. Capital Unitarian Universalist Congregation (CUUC) charges $300 for the services of their Lay Chaplain to perform a Wedding Ceremony.


The fees are due in two parts.  A $50 deposit is required to secure the services of the Lay Chaplain and can be in the form of a cheque mailed to the CUUC’s mailing address: Suite 559, 185-911 Yates Street, Victoria B.C. V8V 4Y9.  A receipt will be issued for your deposit.  At the rehearsal the balance of $200 is due. (If there is travel involved for the Lay Chaplain there will be a charge for fuel of .43 cents per km. outside of the downtown area.) 


Marriage Licence:
This is the most common procedure. A marriage licence is required for a legally valid ceremony. Licenses are very easily obtained at all branches of Coast Capital Credit Union; (1499 Admiral’s Road 388-7171, The Bay Centre (downtown) 1150 Douglas Street, 385-1437, Can West Shopping Centre 478-5534, Central Saanich 652-1116, James Bay 239 Menzies St 386-6355, Colwood 474-0746, Shelbourne Street 477-9561, Tillicum Road 384-5444, Sidney 656-1116, Sooke 642-5233).

Rush application? Phone for Vital Statistics: 952-2681 in Victoria.

Make sure to bring all your primary Identification with you, Birth Certificates, Passports and Driver’s Licences.  Please note; on the licence you will need to provide the names of your parents,(including your Mother’s Maiden name) and their place of birth. The license does not mean that you are married, but that you may get married anytime within the following three-month term of the license.  The charge for a marriage license is $100 CDN. A marriage certificate will be mailed to the residence noted on the licence. A licence is valid on the day the application is made, and is valid for three months from the date of issue.  

Marriage Certificate:
Following the Wedding service it is a part of the Lay Chaplain’s duty to photocopy and then post the signed licence to the Vital Statistics office.  Once the registrar has processed the licence the Province of British Columbia will mail a certificate of marriage to the address of the Spouse (as listed on the marriage licence) approximately two weeks after the ceremony.

Marriage by Banns:
This is an alternative procedure where allowed by law. A marriage may take place after banns have been called at Unitarian Church services on two consecutive Sundays before the ceremony. Banns will not be called unless either one or both of the parties to the marriage are members of a church in good standing.

A Ceremony Independent of a Civil Contract:
A church marriage ceremony may take place independently of a civil contract having the force of law.  This is the normal procedure in most European countries.  Unless a marriage certificate is produced in advance, the ceremony will include a declaration that this is not a legal contract within the meaning of the Marriage Act of British Columbia.

Requirements

Age: No marriage of any person under the age of nineteen years can take place without the prior consent of her  (his) parents or guardians.

Sobriety: No members of the wedding party or ushers should drink alcohol before the service.  By law, the service cannot proceed, if in the opinion of the person officiating, either partner is under the influence of liquor or drugs.  The Lay Chaplain will not perform a ceremony where there is an open bar or if any person present seems intoxicated. IT WOULD BE BEST IF NO ALCOHOL IS SERVED PRIOR TO THE CEREMONY.


6. WEDDING PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

Formal or informal Ceremony
Will you have Ushers to seat people?
Will you have any Attendants? (Maids/Matrons/Women of Honour or Bestmen)
Would you like family and friends sitting on separate sides? (Traditionally it is Bride’s family on the left for a heterosexual wedding)
	Will you have a procession with one or both of you or would you rather just take your places?

Will your families give you to each other?
Will one or both of you have a bouquet of flowers? (You will need to designate someone to pass the flowers to during the ceremony.)
Who will hold the rings? 	
I will need a table for the Chalice and for the signing of the register – please note it would be nice to incorporate some meaningful item of yours (either spiritual or otherwise) on the table, especially if you are travelling far from home to be married.  Do you have a special tablecloth, a pair of candle sticks, a crystal (etc) that you would like to bring?	       
	Will you have a recessional? 
Would you like live or taped music – and when i.e. before the ceremony, during the signing of the register, after the ceremony etc.
Make sure the size of the venue is of an adequate size  - especially for a wedding in a private home.
Please remember to turn off the telephone if the wedding is to be in a private home.
In a commercial setting (always difficult), it must be made clear to the management that THE BAR BE CLOSED AND NO ALCOHOL BE SERVED PRIOR TO THE CEREMONY


7. WEDDING – placement of couple and Lay Chaplain




						XX
					X		X
				X				X
			X						X
		X								X
			X						X
					          S        S
						  LC
LC – Lay Chaplain     S – Spouse        X – Friends, family and witnesses – standing or sitting

8. Wedding Location:
There are many appropriate places for a ceremony to be held. The homes of couples, parents, and of friends may be used. An Interfaith Chapel or a hall could be rented, UVic has a very nice Interfaith Chapel. Outside settings such as the beach or a park may be selected, but alternate plans should be made in case of rain. Also if you choose a beach be aware of any access problems for guests with disabilities. (Beacon Hill Park is a lovely setting but it can be busy, the gardens at Royal Roads University are beautiful but are a 20-minute drive from downtown.  Saxe Point is a beautiful outdoor location and can be booked in advance, while St Anne’s is a lovely indoor setting.)  If you would like the use of the sanctuary of First Unitarian Church of Victoria (our sister church) in West Saanich please note that all arrangements are made through their church office.  Please call 744-2665



9. What is a Unitarian Universalist?

This is a short introduction to our faith please also refer to our website for further information www.unitariancongregation.org/victoria/   We are a very Diverse Religious Community with Congregations across Canada and around the world.  Our beliefs are encompassed by Our Seven Principles which are as follows:

	The inherent worth and dignity of every person


	Justice, equity and compassion inhuman relationships


	Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations


	A free and responsible search for truths and meanings


	The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregation


	A responsibility to the larger community beyond ourselves


	Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part


Our service is a worship service where spirit is both welcomed and honoured.  We embrace everyone in our congregation whether they are humanist, theist or atheist, for each one of us ‘spirit’, in our personal definition of the word, is meaningful. 

Where ever you are on your journey Unitarians support and encourage you to discover your truth and explore your spiritual beliefs in a community of questing minds.


10. Further Wedding Reading:

H. & C. Clinebell		The Intimate Marriage
Carl Rogers			Becoming Partners
J. Powell			The Secret of Staying in Love
Herbert A. Otto			More Joy in Your Marriage
G M Nelson & C Witt		Sacred Threshold
Daphne R Kingma		Weddings from the Heart
Carl Seaburg 			Great Occasions
Koran Arisian 			The New Wedding


11. Final Note:

If it would give you pleasure to include the Lay Chaplain in the festivities following your Wedding, please convey your wishes to him or her in advance of the ceremony.

Where differences can pose a hazard to the success of the marriage, as is sometimes the case, this fact needs to be faced frankly and openly, but the hazards should not be magnified out of their true proportions. All living is risk-taking, and no marriage can have it’s success guaranteed in advance. A close relationship such as that of marriage needs to be continually reinforced by those who have entered into it, with the support of others. When couples find difficulties in their relationships, which are beyond their ability to resolve, they should not be ashamed to seek outside help while the problems are still manageable. Too often it is not until the situation is at or beyond the point of no return that counselling is sought.  Many couples have found pre-marital counselling a useful place to learn new skills, which address issues that could arise in a marriage.

Congratulations on your upcoming Wedding as your Officiant my goal for your wedding ceremony is to work with you to create your expression of love for each other through your unique wedding service.


